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khadi-lovers. He had taken a pledge, at Belgaum, to enrol 500 spin-
ning members of the Congress. Referring to that pledge, he writes:1
It is true that Chaudhariji has not been able to enrol 500
spinning members. Even so, his enthusiasm for the cause is some-
thing which others would do well to emulate. If many rich people
join in this work, spinning and khadi would make rapid progress.

JAIN "MuNis"2 AND SPINNING-WHEEL

I have received several letters about the report which appeared
in Navajwan of the conversation I had in Palitana on the spinning-
wheel.3 I do not wish to be drawn into a discussion on this sub-
ject; it may not, however, be out of place to clarify a few points.
I have studied Jain Shastras according to my lights, but I know
that I am not at all qualified to explain their meaning. In the con-
versation referred to, I only explained the meaning of ahimsa
and of being a muni. It is possible that Jain philosophy does not
accept my meaning. I would be sorry if that was so, and admit
that my view was different from the accepted Jain view. Even
so, I should have the right to state what appeals to my reason and
my heart. I may be mistaken in my view and, if I am, I am
bound to suffer for my error; if I have erred through igno-
rance, I must correct my error as soon as I realize it. My ex-
planation of the meaning of ahimsa and of being a muni ought
not to hurt any Jain. Why should anyone feel hurt when there
was no intention on my part at all to cause any pain ? If someone
does not agree with our view and we are convinced that we are
right, we may by all means think that the other person is a fool,
but why should we-feel hurt?

Having said this, I repeat in all humility that at this time it
is the sacred duty even of munis to work at the spinning-wheel for
general welfare. As they are entitled to have food and drink in
order that they may live and serve others, so it is their duty to
spin for the service of others. In my humble view, therefore, a
muni who refuses to do work which may save even one soul does
not deserve to be called a muni.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 24-5-1925

1 The letter is not translated here.    The   correspondent had expressed
his regret that, owing to the illness and death of his elder brother, he had
not been able to fulfil his pledge, assured Gandhiji of his continuing interest in
khadi and given details of the work he hacj been doing for the cause,

2 Monks

3  Vide Vol. XXVI, pp. 464-5.